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humour farther, to enquire into matters of state. He
said often, he thought government was a much safer and
easier thing where the authority was believed infallible,
and the faith and submission of the people was implicite :
About which I had once much discourse with him. He
was affable and easy, and loved to be made so by all about
him. The great art of keeping him long was, the being
easy, and the making every thing easy to him. He had
made such observations on the French government, that

10 he thought a King who might be checkt, or have his
Ministers called to an account by a Parliament, was but
a King in name. He had a great compass of knowledge,
tho' he was never capable of much application or study.
He understood the Mechanicks and Physick; and was a
good Chymist, and much set on several preparations of
Mercury, chiefly the fixing it. He understood navigation
well: But above all he knew the architecture of ships so
perfectly, that in that respect he was exact rather more
than became a Prince. His apprehension was quick, and his

20 memory good. He was an everlasting talker. He told his
stories with a good grace: But they came in his way too
often. He had a very ill opinion both of men and women;
and did not think that there was either sincerity or chastity
in. the world out of principle, but that some had either the
one or the other out of humour or vanity. He thought
that no body did serve him out of love : And so he was
quits with all the world, and loved others as little as he
thought they loved him. He hated business, and could
not be easily brought to mind any : But when it was neces-

30 sary, and he was set to it, he would stay as long as his